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The purpose of the study underlying this thesite wae 
to design es park heving the fecllities that shculd be in«w 
eluded in the development of a large naturelistic park 
for a citys It has been designed to conform to a definite 
eres under known elimatie econditionse Certain linitations 
were set by the selection of « definite style, by the size 
of the eity for which it was designed, end by the city~ 
owned recreational facilities elready in existence. 


GESERAL METHOR 


It has been assumed thet the elty for which this park 
was designed has on other publicly owned grounds, reere=- 
ational facilities which should not be dupliceted in this 
park designe These recreational areas are athletic parks, 
playgrounds end golf courses. The pleygrounds are 
equipped for most kinds of organised play and the school 
grounds with a variety of pleyground equipment. 

This park has been designed to fulf12l ell of the oute 
Goor recreational needs of a city of 40,000 inhabitants 1d- 
cated in east central Kansas. 


Seturalistic rather than formal treatment of thie park 
wae chosen. Naturalistic eress provide ideal conditions 
for those who wish to get away from city turmoil and fore 
mality and enter into closer contact with nature. 

Bubbard ené Kinbell (15) support the use of the netue 
relistic style for the Gevelopment of large elty parks in 
these words: “The large lendscape park, or ‘Country Perk’ 
should be cesigned to give all the sense of freedon that 
the unspoiled country gives, as this is the nearest thing 
to umspotled country that most city dwellers ean ecomonly 
teke time to enjoys Large cut-of+town parks and reserva~ 
tiong should be selected for their landscape beauty, pres- 
ent or possible. 

"It 18 seldox that a city ie so lucky as to have near 
et hand really notable natural scenery; but even where it 
has not, ite landscape parks may still heighten and perfect 
the type of natural character which they heve so that they 
not only give pleasure by their own beauty, such as it 
may be, but also give some subtler inspiration by their 
naturalness.” 

Le He Wier (24) expresses this idea in the following 
words “While there may be spaces here and there in large 
city recreation parks treated after a formal design, the 
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predominating characteristic of the large park areas of 
smeriesn cities is their naturalness. This naturalness 
bas been sttafned through the skill of the designers in 
utilising already existing naturel features or in more oF 
less transforming, topographically and botanicelly, given 
areas of ground. < 

*ghe Comittee on Recreation Problems in City Plan« 
ning of the Netfonal Reereation Congress has sugested 
that this type of property should vange from one handéred 
to two hundred end fifty acres. 

"It has been suggested by experts tn park and clty 
planning that there should be one such park for every 
forty thousand tnheabitente end thet it should be located 
tangent to or near the city limits of such populations" 

For this type of park it was necessary to select an 
area of sufficient size anc variation in toporraphy to 
provide the necessary features and interest. The area 
must be readily accessible but should nct interfere with 
major traffic ways or be traversed by them. 

The site chosen has an area of 170 scres, a variation 
in elevation of 190 feet, and includes deep ravines and 
numerous natural rock outcrops.e A heavily wooded creek 
bounds it on the west and there are many native trees and 


this @ desirable area in whieh to develop e large natural- 
istic park. The area is Zecated south and west of Nen- 
batten, Kensas, anc ie bounded on the north by Sunset Com 
etery, on the west by Wildest Creek, on the couth by the 
Rock Islend Railroad and on the east by Us Se iighway 40. 

Veatures to be ineluded 4m this perk aret an outdoor 
theatre, botanical and goologieal gerdens, a museum, prone 
enade, children's natural pley areas, pienic areas, a swall 
body of water, drives, foct end bridle paths, parking 
areas, sh“lters, comfort stations, and the meintenance 
GPOUp + 

Several preliminary cketches of varied development 
were made showing the location and orientation of the 
various park structures and facilities. Planting studies 
were also made. | 

An accurate plan was then made by combining the more 
Gesirable solutions of the varicus units of the prelinie 
mary sketches. This adopted plen is shown in Plate I. 
This plate shows the landscape treatment of the entire area. 
The Pendering 1s on Sehoellers Parole water color paper 
and is drawn to the scale one inch equals one hundred feet. 
& key to the various park features is also givens. The 


existing contours are shown et intervals of five fects — 

Plate I 1s © detail plan of « portion of the park 
showing the museui, promenade, gardens, a lerge overlook, 
and the outdoor theatres ‘The seetion 45 is taken elong 
the central axis of the museum and adjecent gardens, and 
the section CD elong the eentral axis of the outdoor 
theatre. 

It was drawn en Sehoellers Percle water color paper 
te the scale one inch equele twenty feet and rendered in 
water colors 

Plat TIZ is « grading and planting plan of the area 
shown in Plate IIe ‘The originel was Grawn on Vellum trace 
ing peper to the scale one inch equals twenty feet and 
@pawn in Indie inks 

By referring the first nunber in any planting to the — 
corresponding number in the Planting “ey the name of the 
plant or plants may be found. The second number indiestes 
the mumber of plants to be planted in that groups The 
trees ere indicated by a number near the center of each 
EFCC e 

Exieting contours are shown by solid lines and proe 
posed contours by dotted lines. 


A written report to the Mayor end City Comission was 
made setting forth the need for such e park. It also dem 
ceribet the develeonent Gat MiRURAIOA the protebte ase 
of such @ park. 

Rethve plant abislliiy inet ei eutbadtouy os 
possible but, due to varying soll ené moisture conditions 
of the erea, the use of other plant materials whteh were 
readily adaptable to existing conditions wes thought 
advisable. 


SUMMARY 


The development of lerge naturalletic parks in east 
contre] Kansas would be quite desirable, especially in the 
more densely populated areas, The topographic and geolor~ 
te forms of thie part of the state lend thenselves readily 
to the naturalistic style of park development. The de« 
signer feels that more parks of this style shculé be de« 
veloped and that due consideration should be given the 
lendseape design of both new and existing parks of this 
type to make them serve to the fullest extent thelr ine» 
tended purposes 


& REPORT TO THE MAYOR AND CITY commission 


Gentlemens 

In compliance with your request regarding the advise 
AtiAty of eotebaiehing S Aamge peek Beer your elty, ve 
wish to submit the following reports 

Perks exert a great influence upon the cultural, 
social, physical, economic end generel welfare of those 
who Live in the elty. They help preserve the beauty of 
nature's handiwork, end have an insistent appeal to man's 
gense of beauty and cultures 

The preservation near our homes for all time to come 
of an entrancing lendseape would manifestly increase our 
enjoyment of nature's environment which we can make our 
owne 

To the residents of the unpretentious quarters of our 
congested city, ceprived of contact with nature, a park 
woulé spesk a lenguage attuned to their deep yearnine for 
outeof=doors, pure alr, end sunshine in an environment un~ 
surpaseed. Frequent association with the beauties of a 
‘park ané its healthegiving facilities would produce eitisens 
who are sounder in mind end body. Waifs of the streets 


and vagrency would be lessened as surveys by various 
eities have shown. It would inaure the permanence of en« 
ercachment ef commercial enterprises. Mo elty can develop 
the full measure of livability and cultural environment | 
without an edequate park systems 

Present Gay tenceneles are toward shorter working 
hours and consequently more leisure times The people of 
your city should have available in the near future, recre= 
ational facilities te meet these demands so they will not 
have te continue under the increasingly undesirable condie 
tions now existings e sincerely hope thet the present 
and future residents of thie elty will not be without 
proper park facilities because of indifference anc lack 
of financial support. 

in comparing the reereational facilities of your eity 
with the minimum standards, they are fount to be far below — 
the minioun. 

The survey has revealed the fact that the etty ts 
indeed fortunate in heving evetleble an area well sulted 
to park development. Thio ares can be scoured at a very 
reasonable cost and would be readily accessible to all. A 
more opportune time for acquiring end develeping this lend 


area could not be founds fh the near future ve shalt wns 
Goubtediy see this natural beauty and character destroyed 
unless it is purchased for public use. It is by far the 

nn Aocteaine soe SEE ree meee eis ett 
that {5 still available. — 

METAR ES SS 
eity on the south and west. It ts bounded on the north 
by Sunset Cemetery, on the west by Wildeat Creek, on the 
south by the Roek Island Railroad and on the east by Us Se 
Hitghway 40. Tt has an area of 170 acres with o variation 
in elevation of 100 feete With ite beautiful watereourse 
bordered by graceful clus and silvery syeamores, its 
rugged hillsides studded with sturdy oaks, its cedar clad 
bluffs and its variety of native florea and shrubbery, this 
is truly a delightful area, 

By adcitional plantings and the incorporation of « 
variety of reereational fecilities in this area tt would 
become @ haven to ell in the community. 

There would be a place for those whe desire to pienic, 
view gerdens, attend a band concert, hike, horseback ride, 
study nature, rest, play and indulge in meny other out<ofe 
Goors recreational activities. The introdvetion of factl~ 
ities for the more highly organized forne of recreation, 


such a2 competitive sports, 1s not advieable in this type 
of parks eae! 


Ceneral Plan 
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Plate IIz 


Planting end Grading Plan 


Plate III 
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196 


 Fraxinus enericana 


Quercus maecroearpa 
Quereus rubra 

Ulams pumila 
Gleditsia triacanthos 
Acer dasycarpun 

Pinus ponderosa 
Eleeagnus angustifolia 
Crataegus crusgalli 
Pinus nigre 

Quercus muhlenbergi 
Platenus occidentalis 
Juniperus virginiene 
Gymmocladus dioica 
Populus deltoides | 


er fi 


Kerria japonica 

Rhus ectinus 

Spiraea billerdt 
Cornus stolonifers | 
Rhodetypos kerrioi¢es 
Rhus eromatica 
Kolikwitzia anabtiis 


Porsythia viridissina 
Rhus clabdra 
Cyadonie jeponica 


Hibiscus syrtacus 
Lenicera nox 0 
Philadelphus erandiriores 
Symphoricarpos Pecencsus — 
Forsythia suspen 

Thompson Privet 

ee thunbergt 3 
Spirace argute 

Rosa seticeru 

Rose hugonis — 

Rosa rugosa 
Symphoricerpos vulgar4 
Cotoneaster seutifolte 
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Berberis thunberg! 
Catalpa bignonioldes 
Catalps specicsa 
Celtis cecidentalis 
Crataegus crusgelli 


Cerecis eenadensis 
Cornus mas 

Cornus paniculata 
Cornus stolonifera 
Cotoneaster acutifolia 
Cydonie Jeponica 
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Robinia hispida 
Rosa bugonis 
Rose rugosa 
Rosa seticera 
Spireea erguta, 
Spiraea billard’ 
Spirece bumalda 


betty Uprichard 

Be Ge Hill 

Btolle de Hollende 
Golden Dewn 

Radiance 

Red Radience (standard) 
Tealilenan 


fhite Ensign 


I wish to thank Professor Le R. Quinlan, who is in | 

charge of Landscape Gardening, for his mR 

ance in the preparation of thie thesis. ee 
I an eleo indebted to Professor Rs Je Damett, ead. 

of the Department of Horticulture, for his rabuahte ug ie 


gestions throughout the varicus phases of the orate, fae 
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